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the railway zone, deep into and finally through
the entrenched German fortress line. A suc-
cession of blows were to fall on the Germans.
They were to be given no time to recover. As
Haig saw the situation, the " wearing-out phase "
of the great struggle was now over. The British
Army, once more at battle strength, with vast
numbers of tanks available, with unlimited sup-
plies of ammunition, by now supreme in the air,
was in a state to deliver the decisive blow for
which the situation was now ripe. There was to
be no 1919 campaign.

Haig was no longer in independent command,
but Foch, though frankly incredulous of Haig's
anticipation being realised, agreed to the initial
stages of the scheme, and even placed at Haig's
disposal a French force to act under his orders
and assist him in his operations.

The Second Battle of Amiens, 8ih-i2th August

At early dawn on the 8th of August, under
cover of an overwhelming cataract of shells, the
British assaulted on a front of eleven miles due
eastward of Amiens. Still further to their right
the French extended the blow for another five
miles. The operation was a complete success.
The depth of the advance, the 22,000 prisoners
and 400 guns that remained in British hands were
the tangible result, but the intangible results were
far more important. The impression made on the
weakening will of the Germans, both men and